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August 29 , 2008 

Via Facsimile: 202-273- )] 53 & U.S. Postul S i:.TPiCi! 

Ms . Paula Hart, Ac ting Director 
Office of Indian Gaming 
Office of the Deputy Assistant Secre tary 
Policy and Econom ic Development 
1849 C Street , NW 
Mail Stop 3657-MTB 
Washingto n, DC 20240 

Re: C lass III Tribal State Gaming Compact Pro cess 

Dear Ms. Hart : 

Th e Governor 's Office has had an opportun ity to revi ew the pro posed regul ations 
concerning the proce ss the Dep artment of the In ter ior intends to use in acting upon tribal
state class III gaming compacts and compact amendments that have bee n submitted by 
tribes or states for review. W ith one exc eption, we bel ieve the p rop osed regu lations will 
provide necessary clarity to the pro cess. That exception is proposed sec tion Icn 1r), 

subs ction (b). While subsec tion (a) conform s to the provi sions of 2S U .s. c. 
§271 0(d)(3)(B) and states that a compac t or compac t amendment will on ly be effective 
upon publicati on ofthe Secretary's approval in the fede ral Register, subsection (b) 
selects a date for publication of that notic e forty-five days afte r the last possible da te for 
the Secretary ' s ac tion. Thi s dat e could work a hardship on both tribes and sta tes in that 
class 1lI gaming and the reve nue stream from such gaming could no t commence unt il 
more than six weeks after the Secretary wo uld have appro ved a comp act or compact 
ame ndment. We see no reason for a delay of that length for publication of a notice of 
appr ova l. As a res ult, we sugges t rev ising section 293 .16, subsection (b), to provide that 
the Secreta ry shal l file the not ice of approval with the Offi ce of the Federal Register no 
later than five wo rkin g days after the Sec retary has acted or the co mpaalfor fl lp;e~~lm ea?l ~ . WI-IE rr 1 
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Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments. 

Sini "r
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Legal Affairs Secreta )' 




